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https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/sep/12/california-oregon-washington-fires-explained-climate-change



https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/jan/22/wealth-gap-widening-for-more-than-70-per-cent-of-global-population-researchers-find



https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/aug/30/rampant-destruction-of-forests-will-unleash-more-pandemics



https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/sep/15/every-global-target-to-stem-destruction-of-nature-by-2020-missed-un-report-aoe
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System: 1) “a regularly interacting or interdependent group of items 

forming a unified whole.” 2) “an organized set of doctrines, ideas, or 

principles usually intended to explain the arrangement or working of a 
systematic whole.”*

Source:). NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center, The SeaWiFS Project and GeoEye, Scientific Visualization 
Studio.

*Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary



RELATIONSHIPS

• “the way in which two or more 
people or things are connected, or 
the state of being connected.”
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TRANSFORMATION: Significant physical 
and/or qualitative changes in form, 
structure, or meaning-making.

Photo: Mathisa/ Shutterstock

Photo: Ventu Photo / Shutterstock



TRANSFORMATION: “The powerful unleashing of 
human potential to commit, care, and affect 

change for a better life.” (Sharma 2007)

https://350marin.org/climatestrike/

https://350marin.org/climatestrike/










Based on: Meadows, D. H. 1999. “Leverage Points: Places to Intervene in a System.” The Sustainability Institute. 



“Paradigms are the sources of systems. From 

them, from shared social agreements about the 

nature of reality, come system goals and 

information flows, feedbacks, stocks, flows and 

everything else about systems.” 

(Meadows 1999)

PARADIGMS



ENLIGHTENMENT
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ENLIVENMENT
Weber A. Enlivenment: Towards a Fundamental Shift in the Concepts of Nature, Culture and Politics. Berlin: Heinrich Böll Foundation; 2013
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“…were social scientists to embrace the 
quantum worldview, ‘then instead of seeing 
human beings as separate elements in causal 
interaction, we ought to see them too as 
correlated projections of a common ground.’”  

(Wendt 2015: 173, citing Pylkkänen 2007: 145)
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ENTANGLEMENT
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POTENTIALITY





VALUES



INTEGRITY, ONENESS, DIGNITY, 
COMPASSION, EQUITY, INCLUSION, 
JUSTICE, …



How can we develop 
our full potential to 
generate transformative 
change?
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FRACTALS

https://fractalfoundation.org/resources/what-are-fractals/
Images from L to R: Matthew T Rader/Unsplash, Mark/Flickr, Prokofiev/Wikimedia Commons
Fern Photo by Mike Erskine on Unsplash, Waves by Harald Philipp, Flickr.

Fractals are self-similar patterns
that repeat themselves across
scales. 

In terms of transformations, they
refer to actions where «Each idea, 
initiative, or endeavor … has the
same characteristics as the whole»

For more about fractals:
https://news.globallandscapesforum.org/43195/fractals-nature-almost-all-things/



(Source: O’Brien 2020, You Matter More Than You Think: Quantum Social Change in Response to a World in Crisis)



People. The most powerful

solution to entangled global 

crises.
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https://medium.com/@Karen_OBrien/the-corona-climate-and-economic-crises-is-this-fundamentally-a-relationship-crisis-78ca99c78adf

https://www.youmattermorethanyouthink.com/
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Thank you!


