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Food web; eat and be eaten 
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Fewer insects now than before?
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• Overly dramatic?
• “extinction of 40% of the world's insect 

species over the next few decades”

• Not trends in general
• “decline” included as a search term

73 studies documenting decline



Den sjette masseutryddelsen

Why are we losing wild species?



Loss and fragmentation of habitat

Why are we losing insects?



Intensification of agriculture
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Why are we losing insects?

Larger monocultures
Fewer field edges
More/new pesticides
More fertilizer use



Intensification of forestry

Foto: Anne Sverdrup-Thygeson

Clear-cutting
Tree planting
Alien tree species
Pesticides, fertilizer
Soil scarification

Why are we losing insects?



Deforestation (mainly the tropics)

Why are we losing insects?



Climate change
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Why are we losing insects?



Pollution
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Why are we losing insects?



Invasive species
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Buff-tailed 
bumblebee

Argentine 
ants

Harlequin ladybird

Why are we losing insects?



What now?



What now?



We know what to do!

What now?

Protect natural areas; 
old-growth forest, meadows, wetlands, rainforest etc
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We know what to do!

What now?

Support small-scale, low-intensity agriculture
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We know what to do!

What now?

More measures for biodiversity in forestry,
e.g. retention of trees/dead trees, woodland key habitats

Foto: Anne Sverdrup-Thygeson



We know what to do!

What now?

Reduce CO2-emissions to reduce climate change
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Why aren’t we doing it?

What now?

We know what to do!

In general; make room for insects!



Takk!



What now?

We know what to do!

• Protect natural areas; old-growth forest, meadows, 
wetlands, rainforest etc

• Support small-scale / varied agriculture
• Increased retention of trees / dead trees in forestry
• Reduce CO2-emissions to reduce climate change
• Avoid known harmful practices, e.g. pollution

In general; make room for insects!



Different trends for:

• Taxonomic groups

• Species with different traits

• Geographic areas



Fewer insects now than before.


