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Barriers 



 



Rationale of the GP Wind 

programme 

• Wind power is rapidly increasing as a proportion of the energy 
sector in Europe and large further increases are planned 
– It has been a major factor in meeting EU CO2 emissions 

reduction targets and RES targets 
 

• BUT, it can conflict with other objectives set by society, e.g. 
social and environmental 
– Where it does conflict the consenting process usually becomes 

very much more expensive (typically measurable in  € millions) 
and lengthy (typically measurable in years); and there is a 
significant chance of rejection 

 

• GP WIND was set up by the EU to address these barriers 

to deployment of onshore and offshore wind generation 

 



Good Practice Wind 

• The project worked from 2010-2013 

• It was co-funded by the Intelligent Energy 
Europe Programme and coordinated by the 
Scottish Government 

• It brought together 17 actors from industry, 
regional and local authorities, environmental 
agencies, NGO's and academia in 8 
European countries  

– Scotland (UK), Norway, Belgium, Malta, Spain, Ireland, Italy, Greece 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/


Partners 



Methodology & approach 

• First identifying market barriers and process 
failures that have resulted in projects not 
proceeding efficiently  

• Then sought examples of good practice that could 
be used to address these and which could be 
transferred to other regions and technologies. 
– These recommendations are based on: 

• surveys of key actors and stakeholder groups 

• detailed case studies of onshore and offshore projects 
analysed and presented with common methodology 

 

•  This allowed for transnational comparison and 
examination of which approaches are suitable for 
transfer to other regions 



GP Wind Objectives 

• Build evidence based support for design, planning and 
implementation of projects which are sensitive to environmental 
and community concerns. 

 

• Increase the consenting rate for on- and offshore wind 
projects, and reduce the processing period for applications. 

 

• Increase the efficiency of processing applications , thereby 
reducing process costs. 

 

• Assist quicker, more transparent and less costly 
deployment of wind energy across Europe, contributing to the 
achievement of 2020 targets for renewable energy generation. 

 

• Secure endorsement of project outputs by participating 
partner administrations and commitment to adopt relevant good 
practice. 



The Good Practice Guide  
The Good Practice Toolkit  
The Good Practice Guide  
The Good Practice Toolkit  

GP Wind Outcome 

Detailed examination of case studies, supported by 

peer review by partners from other regions and 

stakeholder consultation events. 

 

 



GP Wind online 

www.project-gpwind.eu  

Good Practice Guide Good Practice Toolkit 

http://www.project-gpwind.eu/
http://www.project-gpwind.eu/
http://www.project-gpwind.eu/


The Good Practice Guide 

• Includes ~70 recommendations 
supported by over 130 examples 
of good practices, which are 
collected in three categories: 
– Minimising environmental impact 

– Optimising social acceptance 

– Optimising spatial planning. 

 



Good 

Practice 

Guide 

Good 

Practice 

Guide 

Examples of 

good practice 

Dealing with environmental impacts: identifying and 

understanding potential impacts, design and implementation of 

projects, mitigation measures, and ongoing environmental 

management. 

Dealing with environmental impacts: identifying and 

understanding potential impacts, design and implementation of 

projects, mitigation measures, and ongoing environmental 

management. 

Process, including interaction with stakeholders, consultation, 

conflict resolution, partnership working. 

Process, including interaction with stakeholders, consultation, 

conflict resolution, partnership working. 

Development and implementation of environmental and 

planning policy and guidance 

Development and implementation of environmental and 

planning policy and guidance 

Improving understanding of environmental issues and impacts. Improving understanding of environmental issues and impacts. 

Reconciling environmental concerns with the benefits of wind 

farm development: energy needs, CO2 reduction, social & 

economic benefits. 

Reconciling environmental concerns with the benefits of wind 

farm development: energy needs, CO2 reduction, social & 

economic benefits. 

Engagement with local communities in the identification, 

planning and ongoing management of wind farms, including the 

role of community investment. 

Engagement with local communities in the identification, 

planning and ongoing management of wind farms, including the 

role of community investment. 

Integrated and speedy authorisation procedures Integrated and speedy authorisation procedures 

GP WIND GUIDE – Outputs 



The Good Practice Toolkit 

The Toolkit gives you access to 4 categories of documents: 

 

A data base, consisting of tools and guidance enabling you to 
assess some aspects of a wind energy project autonomously. 

The online library, comprising more 
than 300 documents illustrating the 
good practices. 

A Comparison by Country table, 
which enables comparison between the 
8 members of the consortium with 
regard to environmental and regulatory 
issues, as well as those related to local 
community involvement. 

The 16 Thematic Case Studies, which 
served as the basis for the Good 
Practice Guide. 



GP WIND TOOLKIT – Outputs 

‘How to’ 

toolkit 

‘How to’ 

toolkit 

Available online and for translation into different 

EU languages 

Available online and for translation into different 

EU languages 

Includes template conventions and specific 

recommendations for sound implementation, in 

order to facilitate the dissemination of best 

practices at local level 

Includes template conventions and specific 

recommendations for sound implementation, in 

order to facilitate the dissemination of best 

practices at local level 

Provides valuable tools for policy makers, 

developers and administrative authorities, 

communities and environmental bodies in 

reaching the 2020 objectives within the context 

of wider EU policy objectives. 

Provides valuable tools for policy makers, 

developers and administrative authorities, 

communities and environmental bodies in 

reaching the 2020 objectives within the context 

of wider EU policy objectives. 



 Construction and landscape: 

 

The art of placing wind 

 turbines harmoniously 

In Europe, landscape concerns 

are the biggest single reason for 

public opposition to wind power  

development 

 

This leads to a contested consenting 

process, which costs very significant 

amounts of time and money  

and can lead to refusal of consent 



Environmental 

impacts 

 
Environmental  concerns 

are the second important reason for 

public opposition to wind power  

development 

 

These again lead to contested, 

time-consuming,  and expensive 

consenting processes; with a 

significant level of refusals to permit 

construction. 



SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATION 

• EARLY STRATEGIC PLANNING AND MAPPING 

 

Adopting an early planning and mapping strategy 

A planning strategy at a regional or national level allows 

developers to identify early on areas which are unlikely 

to encounter major objections concerning impacts on 

landscapes or the environment. It is often useful for this 

work to be done on a national scale, as some of the 

most severe and frequently neglected impacts result 

from the cumulative effects of e.g. habitat loss at a 

national scale. 

 



Indicative planning:  

 

The Danish government has 

’cleared’ 23 sites (purple) for 

offshore wind power 

development. 

 

These all have a good wind 

resource in economic terms 

and no major negative effects 

on other societal goals (e.g. 

landscape, transport, 

environment). 

 

Developers can plan in these 

areas with confidence that 

there will a straightforward, 

and so relatively inexpensive, 

process. 

 

EARLY PLANNING AND MAPPING BEST 

PRACTICE: THE DANISH APPROACH 



Summary 

• Wind power is rapidly increasing as a proportion of the energy sector in 

Europe and large further increases are planned 

• It is renewable 

• It can conflict with other objectives set by society, e.g. social and 

environmental 

• Where it does conflict the consenting process typically becomes very much 

more expensive (measured in € millions) and lengthy (measured in years); 

and there is a significant chance of rejection 

• Evidence from Europe and elsewhere indicates that indicative planning, 

sensitive siting and early (pre-application) consultations with the local 

community and other stakeholders are the best way to avoid this 

• This approach can create a ‘win-win’ situation: better for developers, 

better for communities, better for landscapes, better for the environment 

• Social conflicts are also much reduced with this approach 

• Good Practice Wind provides practical  tools to assist with reconciling 

renewable wind power, social, and environmental objectives to mutual 

advantage 



 

 

Thank you! 
 

For more information:  

www.project-gpwind.eu 


